
 

June 5, 2020 

Dear SJPS Families, 

What a year!  Once again, our St. Josaphat School family pulled together and successfully 

worked through some difficult challenges.  Please know our entire staff thanks you for your 

amazing support and the ongoing effort to ensure your kids were engaged during our School at 

Home experience.  We are so very blessed to serve such a strong and committed community.  

Thank you! 

During the last few days, many parents have asked about our fall reopening … what will it look 

like and will it happen?  While we have not heard directly from the State or Archdiocese, please 

know I am very hopeful we will open our doors on August 24th.   There may be some required 

changes such as more social distancing; however, we will be prepared to make the necessary 

adjustments to implement a quality education plan that keeps students safe and healthy. 

For your part, PLEASE watch Dojo and Facebook for updates.  You can also go to our website 

(sjpsmke.com) and select the FOLLOW US link for timely information.   

As we plan for next year, I have some exciting news to share. 

1.  Construction will soon begin on our building.  We are getting new windows on 8th street 

and the Lincoln side of the building.  We also hope to have a bright awning at the front 

entrance with our school name and logo. This will be wonderful!! 

 

2. We are adding extra security in our entry with secured doors and special protections for 

Ms. Casarez.  We will also have a mural in our entry and gym painted by Mauricio 

Ramirez; the renowned artists who has done spectacular work around the community.   

 

3. We are purchasing Chromebook laptops for our entire middle school.  Each 6th 7th and 

8th grader will have a device to use all day in all classes.  We also have a new set of iPads 

and tablets for our youngest students along with our existing Chromebooks and 

computers for the other grades.  We hope to have one device for every student in 

grades 2 – 8 by 2022. 

 

4. All students will be required to wear new uniforms in the fall.  Thanks to Mrs. Scheele’s 

donation and help from Basilica parishioners, parents will receive $120 worth of clothing 

for about $30-$40 per child.  Please visit Goldfish uniforms on Lincoln to get the new 

items before Aug. 8th or you will lose the $75 discount. 



 

5.  We have a new music teacher joining our team.  Mr. G is from South Texas where he 

taught music for over 30 years.  He will also serve as Music Director for the Basilica.  He 

is looking for students interested in leading mass as cantors (solo singers).  Mr. G hopes 

to begin training students in August…. more details coming. Also, this year for the first 

time in a long while, we will hold our Christmas concert in the Basilica – it will be a 

spectacular event honoring the birth of Jesus.  We will have a photographer available for 

those who want family pictures. 

 

6. There are so many other amazing changes on the horizon, you will want to stay 

connected to Dojo, Facebook and our website.  

 

Finally, please know I am so very honored to be part of this incredible family.  I wish I 

could speak Spanish and thank each of you personally for sharing your beautiful children 

with me and the staff.  While we do not have a common language, we remain one 

family in FAITH and I take this very seriously.  

 

Right now, our world seems confusing and scary.  From COVID to burning cities, 

everything feels uncertain. As sisters and brothers in Christ, we can take comfort in 

knowing HE is present with us.  HE will never abandon HIS children and HE gave us the 

Blessed Mother to protect and guide us.  Through Our Lady’s help, the SJPS staff will do 

everything possible to make our school a place where your children are safe – where 

your children are loved – where your children grow in understanding and where 

children come to adore Our Heavenly Father through the sacraments of our CATHOLIC 

faith.  We are one in Christ my dear friends… together in Truth and Spirit. 

 

God bless you all,  

 

Ms Strasser 

 

 
 

 


